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Preached at the 


ASSIZE* 


Held at Dorchefis «. 1n the County of. | 


Dorſet,upon the fourthiYay of M archint Le year 
-. of URL 099. Fay 


By FOHN STRAIGHT. 


- || Maſter of Arts, ſometimes a Member of Queens 
"| Colledge in Cambridge, now Vicar of Stourepain. in 
the County of Dor ſet.and Chaplain to the right Re- 

verend Fathcr in God, John late Lord Bithop. 
* of Sarum, ' 


<ANTAINING ” 


The Mctaphorical, deſcription of a ſincere Chriſtian:; 
I. i his caroftnd providence, _. 
. By his paifis and induſfry. 
& his wiſdome and diſcretion. 
a. Y the enſuing perils and dangers. 
the invalidity of all perills and dangers. 
6; by the caulc and reaſon ot this firm validity, 
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| Non dormientibus orovints Regnum celorum, nec otio Of fie 
dia torpentibas Beatitudo etcrnitat:s rep romttzbger, Leo, | 


' For we are bis workmanſhip created in Chriſt eſis unto good. 


Works . which God hath ordeing thet wy ths: wa k 
7H ter, Eph. 2: 10. 
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To Tum | 
Right Worſhiptul 
ROBERT BARKER Eig; 


High Sheriffe of the County of Dorſer. 


SIR, 


por ay. Lthough I have often experimented the infallibility 
as of that Adagie(veritas odium parit) yet / cannot 
ES account it fit that truth fhould be concealed, nor 
Pitts clauculary crowded up into a corner ; The truth 
therefore is this,(you know itSir,and I am willing 
that others ſhould be made acquainted with it alſo) that 
was very unwilling to undertake to Preach at the Aſſizes for | 
you « Tous mnſt needs acknowledge the many arguments I uſed . 
to excuſe my ſelf from it : As Firſt, my age being now paſt my + 
Ninth and great Climaterical : Secondly ,the craſineſs of my 
body, Thirdly,my frequent diftempers, both of the vellicating 
Stone and torturing Gout, all which were not ouly great im- 
pediments to my due preparation for ſuch a ſervice,but might 
bave taken me off and utterly difinabled me to ds it at the Je- 
ſtined time for it, But none of theſe ( to make uſe of Terence 
his phraſe) could cauſam dicere with you : No nor could 
all theſe together prevail to paſs by me, and perſwade you 49 
pitch upon 2nother more fit for that imployment, And nor 
ſince that zs paſt you have proceeded to another poſtulate, yiz. | 
to requeſt and that not barely, petere, bat expetere, the pub- 4 
lication of thoſe my poor and weak indeavours ; you continue Y 
preſing of me to be in the preſs again, Give me leave Sir to 
expoſtulate with you a little with the Poet; 


Proper, 
Quid me'ſcribendi tam vaſtum mittis in cquor ? - 
Non {ſunt apta m.* grandia vela rati. 


| I muſt alſo tell you further Sir, that T bad even almoſt 4 
i roteſted againſt Printing in ſuch times as theſe arein which 4 
"A 2 _ that 4 


/ 


that ingenious invention is ſo much abuſed with contentions 
and uſeleſs,T might add pernicious andſeditions Pamphlets, 
But ſeeing your importunity will not receive a modeſt denyal, 
I have.now thereforethus farre yielded to your requeſt, that 
after a ſerious ſcanning of theſe my rude notes (if they hap. 
pen to gain the favour of anImprimantur) they.then- ſhould 
be publiſhed to the peruſal of others, And then Sir, if after 
their paſs they chance to meet with the whip of ſome cenſori. 
ous difpoſitions(of which ſort of. people the world is now too 
full) who will perbapsſay that theſe thing are too mean fur 
this ripe and exquiſite Age, I for my part ſhall acknowledge 
them to be ſo, and you muſt barethe blame who have forced 
them from me: Tet withal let me deſire ſuch to-confider, that 
atthe building of. Solomons Temple, there was.room as well 
for the. burden bearers as for other morecurious Artiſicers ; 
and at the making of the Tabernacle, nt only the bringers 
of blew Silk. and Purple and Scarlet. but even the poor 
E ixod. 25-46. whicb brought but Goats har and Rambs Skins were accep- 
Eb ted, Hawever it happen, this is my comfort, that zhey that 
__ - -  kuow my reſervedneſs, will acquit me from popularity and 
ſeeking my ſelf abroad, and will nit brand me with that bu- 
fie humour by which too many in thy ſcribling age, have e- 
ven made the times toſurfeit with their needleſs papers, Sir, 
I have now hut two things more toſay, The one of which i 
to you, andthe other i for you. That which I have to ſay to 
you i this, That if this my Sermon ſhall afford any good ei- 
ther to your ſelf, or to any other truely fearing God, I ſhall 
not then repent my giving way to the granting of your de- 
ſtres by my thus imparting it to pulick view, The other 
thing is aSupplication for you,that 1heGod of goodneſs would 
perpetnate your preſent happineſs bere in this world, aud 
crown you with everliſting happineſs hereafter ix the World 
to come, and thi is the bearty prayers of him who is. 


SIR, Your nearly related and 


humbly devoted Servant, 
Jobn-$traight. 


4 


To the Indulgent 


READERS. 


Enevolent friends, it were but loft labour to 
tell you why Ipgave way to the Printing of this 
Sermon : I have ſaid enough of that before, and 

ſhall not now nauſeate you with a crambe, Tow 

' ſee what importunity can do,even with: thoſe of the 
moſt private and retired diſpoſitions I muſt now acquaint- you 
that I exped xot to eſcape the laſh of cenſure, as baving had 
ſome experience thereof, by the printing of a former Sermon 
upon 8 juſt occaſion mentioned in the Epiſtle to the Reader : 

When T was by ſ:me malevolent ſpirits ſ{igmatized with the 

title of a vain-glorious perſon for it : As if an aſſedtion of 4 

publick notice had only put me upon the publication of thoſe 3 

mean conceptions, when as the Lord knows how conſcious I 

was, and yet am of my own weakneſs and defefts, But there 5,jm, gyg, 

is | fee, a ſpirit of pride and bitterneſs in too many, qui 
vel non intclligendo repreh:ndunt, vel reprehendendo 
non intelligunt as Saiat Auftin ſpeaks, And to ſuch 1gno- 
rant unchariable cenſurers T wiſh either a more ſouud judg- 
ment, or a moreſober affetion, The deſire to diſgrace ano- 
ther certainly cannot ſpring from a good rost, Cupio 
hi fieri potett propitiis auribus quid ſcntiam dicere, fin 
minus dicam G iratis as ſomtime Seneca ſaid, / am con- 
tented to receive a ſcarre from Toilus, ſo as ſome others m ay 
eſcape a weund, having learned in ſome meaſure frem 1 be 
bleſſed Apoſtle to go thrauch all reports, Male autem de te 
opinantur homines ſed Mali, ſaith Seneca, Movercr, f{1de 
me Marius, fi Cato f Lcfius ſapiens, ft alter Cato,ſt Scipi- 
ones duo ifta loquerentur moverer,ſi hoc judicio facerent, -. Aj 


quod nunc morbo faciunt, ] only add WOT 2 
| 1 


Saneci, 


Senrea. 


ſuch kind of carping back; biters and Procuſtean Tyrant, 
axd ſo diſmiſs them Mentitur qui te vitiofum Zoile dixit ; 
non vitioſus homo es, Zoile, {ed Vitium. And thus retury. 
ing to the moderate, nnprejudiced 'and candid Readers 
hereof, to whoſe conſiderate and prudent inſpeion and revi- 
ſing 1 commit it, deſiring that they may rather ſee more 
thau they expe, than look for more than they find in it. And 
if then after their peruſal they acquire any emolument,eithey 
of delight to pleaſe their fancy, or of wholſome inſtruttion to 
regulate their converſation, let them bleſs God, thank the 
Migh Sheriffe of the County of Dorſet, andſend up a 
S upplication to Heaven for me,who do unfeignedly deſire the 


zruth of Grace in them, and the increaſe of it alſo on all the 
Iſrael of God, and am | 


| Your moit bumble Servant 


 znthe work of the Miniſtry 
FOAN STRAIGHT. 


Preached at the Aſſizes held at Dorcheſter in the 
County of Dorſe?, March the 4th 1669. 


——_——____ 


Luke 6. 48. 


He is like a man that built ax houſe and digged deep 
and laid the foundation ona rock, and when the 
waters aroſe the floods beat npon that houſe and 
could not ſhake it, for it was founded on a Rock. 


Aint Pawl travelling from Malta to Rome failed A28, ”Y 
in a Ship of Alexandria whoſe badge (by which . = 
Ships are uſually diſcerned one from another}. » >> 
was Caſtor and Pollux, Gods Children are rel 2 
" ling hence to Heaven, and failing through the 
turbulent waves.of this troubleſome World, to the tran- 
quil Haven of eternal happineſs; though not in a Ship 
ot .{lexaxdria,yet in the bark of their bodies;their badg to 
diſcry them fxom hypocritical time-ſervers, and cog- 
nizance to diſcover them from ſuch as call Chritt Lord, 

Lord; butdo not the this that he ſpeaks, is not Caſtor b 
and Polux, but he that heareth my word and doth the ſame, = 
be is Ithe a man that bnilt a houſe, and digged deep and laid BR 
the foundation on a Rock, 68 woes the witers aroſe, ibe 4 
| ow bh hou that bauſe, ang not ſoaks * for it was”. oY 
KB fo Jed on a Roek> . XX T | 


£ 


_, Plabi2o.te 


PE. 19+ 1- 
x Cor: Go I'9s 


. ht : 

. L > 
. > Y p_—_ 

x . 

Eg Cor.s.! 
a. Lk at o 
2 00,5: 
+ - - F< My iÞ 
7 .% : , + 4s 
* of Wu 


1:2. 3O- 3+ © 


A Sermon Preached at the 
© The words (you ſee) are the cognizance of a fincere 
Ckriftian, the very badge of a true beleiver, Metaphor:cal- 
ly deciphercd out unto your view by theſe fix ſubſequent 
things | 

Firſt, by his care and providence, in building him a 
houſe. ; PYE 

Secondly, by his pains and induſtry in digging deep. 

Thirdly, by his wiſdome and diſcretion, in laying his 
foundation on a Rock, 


Fourthly, by the enſuing perils and daggers, in the ri- 
fing of the watersand beating of the flood. 


Fitthly, by the invalidity and weakneſs of thoſe perils 
and dan pers, in that they could not ſhake it. . 

Sixththly and laſtly, by the cauſe and 1caſon of its firm 
validity, for it was founded on a Rock, He is like a man which 
&C. 

A found and fincere Chriſtian, is firft deſcribed by his 
care aud providence in building him a houſe, He is like a 
man which built an bouſe, |] tind in Scripture four kindes 
of Builders. Firit, God himſelf. Secondly, Gods Miniſters, 
Thirdly, one building up another, And Fourthly, every 
particular Chriſtian building up himſelf. 


The firſt kind of Builder is God himfe!f: So the Pſal- 


_ miſt z except the Lord build the bouſe,their labour is but loſt 


that built it. 
Now God he builds four ſorts of houſes. As Firſt,a houſe 
of his providence, to wit, the great and glorious tabrick of 
this Univerle,The Heat ens declare theglory of God, aid the 
firmament ſheweth bi; 521:1y work, Secondly, a houle of his 


{pirit. Know ye xot th.:t your bodies are the Temples of the. 


Holy Gboſt which is 1»: yor, to thi Apoſtle. Thirdly, a hoult 
of corrcCtion for thovic that arc '+cOITtSIble, Topbet 1s Or- 
dained of old, faith the Prophet i/2uh, Fourthly and lalt- 
ly, a white-Hall. a Star-Chaiiibecr, a houle of glory, 298 
made with bands.hut eteri:2l ;-; the Heavens, (o Saint Par”. 
' Let the houſe of Gouds providence baniſh diftrutt, and 


' teach us thankfuluefs. Let the kouſe of his Spirich bridle n 
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| . Hur carhal - concupiſcente, - and induce us to, conſcerate 
'ouribouſes x hvingfacrifice:holy\ acceptable unts God. Rom, 12. 1; 
Let hishoufo ofeerre@&ion mike us: trefible at {n, and 
- moye-us tO newneſbof lifei And laſtly, tet his houſe of 

glory infiru& us co wean and withdraw our affeQions 

trom the tranſitory things of this preſent World, and Phil, x. 23, 
perſwade ustea longing with Saint: Paw); 20 be diffolved 

and to.be with Chrift which i befþof all. - And: this of the 

firſt knd 'of Builders. EO $5* 5 HL 2 SOL 


2. Gods Miniſters are a ſecond kind of Builders. For 
bebola this day 'bave'I ſet thee over the Nations, and mtr the 
Kingdoms 20plath> up, and: to-root owt; to deſtroy and 4.5 PO 
throw down, t0bald and toplanr, its/God\owi conirhife* * * 
fon to the Proplict Feremiahy Now theſe theythintd thret v2 
manne A o wayes: Verbo, Vita & Precibus; B y' Preaching, 
by Praciling, and by Praying, OO - 

Firſt, py preveling: Tas loveft thou 'me ? ferd my "ou on of 
Lambs,” MO OPLLAS D'S LETS | Koo : fb IN ; ww 1k Phil 3\'17 ; \ | 
-:. Secondly, by praQtifing, 'Brethren'bi FloW@r5 bf mend {4 


look,on' them which walk, ſo ds you "ba "ur fob ag 2h © OY 
— "Thirdly, by praying. For this caſe we ceaſe not topray Corn, g © 


| foryon,aud to defirethat-ye might be filet with the hudwleige cM 
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A Sermon Preached at the 
General-Epiſtle. But' Beloved edifie your ſelves: it: your met 
boly faith. And 1his is he that hrareth the mordof God aud 
doth it ; This is he. whoſe! foundation 18 faith, and whoſe 
houſe is good works. Similis eft. hic eaificant#domun; per 
- profetium virtutum, ſo-Bonaventure ; thisis he which ;; 

like a man that built an houſe. | 
Obſ. Gods Children they are not careleſs hearers but 
. carcful builders : . Their" Religion reſts not in the ear, 
rowlcs not in the eye. floates not on the: tongue, nor in 
a word doth it only confift in the bare ſhew of outward 
boline(s-; No,, uo, its foungeation remains im the heart, 
and. its rootes.in-the inner-man: They hear the word and 
keep-it, and bringfarth fruit with ants ſo 'our Sayi- 
our tells us 3 they ſeek not ſo-muech to» ſeern, as indeed 
ro, be religioys 3 they arc. therefore builders:not of: light 
or ſuperficial, boothes,':but of folid and ſubſtanitial build- 
itigs; Two os Riv arSpcry vjuaioirn Þ (6 dar, He is like a max 
that built en, bouſe, Dui -verbis Chrifti obedit ſpiritualen 
 demum;ſecretumg; mentisthalemum,vel virtutum,egificati- 
exe, honerumgi'wifunm nexxm fundet loDyoniſiusCarthu- 


anus, Het hat Wes prompt obedience to: Chriſts com+ 


mands builds himſelf a ſpiritual houſe,a-ſecret Cabinet: of 
- his mind,a building of vertues, and a'cloſe compacted te- 
nemenr. of good. deeds, Good:works beloved they are the 
| firucure of every, Chriſtian builder, the inſeparable com- 
panions of every true beleiver. This is a truc ſaying ſaith 
Saent Paul, and theſe things I willthat thou ſhouldeſt af- 
fixm, that they which. have beleive God, might be tareful 
to ſhew-forth good works. Faith muſt be ſkewed by good 
works <- For as the. body without the. ſpirit is dead, even 
Jo,Feith withous morks.is:deadalle Saint Fames, .c 
. -, \ Faith. thexeforc though jt, be thc; foundation . of (good 
works and evidence of ghjngs not (een, yet it is.nothing 
worth if. works: bc. wantipg,nor.camit.juſtific any nan be- 
fore God,unlel5 by good' works it ſelf; be juflified before 
men. Was uot Abrabhamour Father juſtified through good 
re ink 17 09195, mhet beieffexcd Toerihjd Bon vp- 
_ gb for liter; thes 35, wa he, por. by; hi ovarke known 
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Affiges held at Dorcheſter. 5 

and found'to be juftificd ? Did not Fobs werks thus ma- 

pifeſt his faith 2: Who was no leſs than eyes to the blind, 

feet 10 thei lame and a pittiful Father to the diſtreſſed poor, 

25 he teſtifies of hiniſclf. Yea as poſlible it is to ſeparate Job:9 15,08 
light from. its fountain theSun,as good, works from ſaving 7 Ln” : 
tazth the mether. | ; 

uſe 1-What then ſhalt we think of all thoſe that have on- 

ly a form of Godlineſs denying the power thereof : Such 

as profeſs that they know God & yet by works deny him, 

and are abomiuable aud difobedicnt,” and to every good 

work even reprobates, as St Paxl ſpeaks of them to Ti- 

1#1.Surcly beloved theſe though perhaps they may acount 

themſelves inthe number of Gods faithful buildersyet are 

they indeed no better than Babel builders, building to | ; 
themſclyes nothing elſe but aerial Caſtles of ſad and  Þ..,44 
(cmpiternal confution 3 clouds they are without water ". _ 
carried about of windes, corrupt trees without fruit 

twice degghand pluckt up by the roots, wandering Stars to 

whom -15 reſexgved the blackneſs of darkneſs for jyge.... - 
evermore, fo Fxde in his general Epiſtle verſe 21. Serpit ht. 
hodie putrida tabes bypeerifiFer emne corpus Eccleſige & 
quo tolerantius eo deſperatins, eoq, periculoſins quo com- 
2#1izs, The corrupt confumption of counterfeiting hy- 
pocrilie creeps at this day through the wholc body of the 
Church; which is ſo mach the more deſperate, ſo much 
the more dangerous, by how much the more indurcd, by 
how much the more common 'twas the complaint of good. . a 
Saint Berxard in his time,and I would to God there were * 
not as great nced at this time for me to make it miuc z for | 
do no not all, or atleaſt, moſt of all, lighting fincerity, 
content themſelves with the bare ſhew and formality of 4a 
Religion? Nay, which is worſe, js not religion commonly 5 
made a cloak to palliate deformed vice, which ſcldome Wy, 
or neyer dare ſhew her (elf 1a publick, unleſs ſhe teal the 4 
tobes of vertue, and actuate her miſcheif with fly hypa». 
crilic', 5 not Merge avarice now vailed under a-pre- | 
* tencegpt long prayers as ſometimes wercad it was.in 9ur = e- 
Þ# bicſed Saviours time ? Is nor Herodians cruelty naw cou I. 
: % B2 TILT vcred 
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Hs 3 A" Sermon Preached at the 
vered over with the yizard of holy devotion as heretofbre 
it was with a na ecrrmie wy, that I may come and 
worſhip him? Y es, yes,we are ] fear-moſt of us all like whi. 
ted tombs appearing beautiful outward, but are within fy} 
of rottenne(s : We have fair leayes but foul fruit, good 
words but no good Works, and yet we would be count- 
ed in the number of Gods faithful-builders too; . but let 
us not, O let us not dear Bicthren I beſcech. you, any 
longer deceive our felves with a vain conceit of couzening 
God, who is not mockt like men with ſhadowes, nor yet 
miſlead like us with outward ſkews. Let us not think to 
mask our impiety from his omniſcient Majeſty - under 
religious pretences , nor yet to mufle our hypocri- 

fie under the garment of zealous deyotion. No, no, 
bi Oftenfio enim reverextie in ore fallax eft, niſi adfit 
: pariter exhibitio obedientie in opere as Bonaventure 

Ifa.29.13,14* Well obſerves 3 in vain do they bonour God with 
their lips, whoſe hearts are farre from bim,ſo thiggProphet 
| .  Pſal. 24+ 324: I{siab. Who ſhall aſcend into the Mountain of the Lord ? 
_—- and who ſhall ſtand in his holy place ? *twas the queſtion 
of worthy David, and his anſwer jimmediatcly follows, 
even be that hath innocent bands and a pure beart,that hath 
X0t lift up bis mind-unto vanity, nor ſworn t0 deceive his 
neighbour. Anſwer me now O diſſcmbling hypocrite 
(Caith Saint Chryſoftome) itit be good to appear good, 
| chyſ' why wilt thou not be, that which thou wouldeſt fain ap- 
wa pear to be? Andifit bell to appear ill, why wilt thou 

be that which thou wouldR not appear to be ? but if it be 

| good to appear good, tis than farre better 'to be good : 

and if it bc ill to appear ill, 'tis farre worſe to be ill; be 

therefore that which thou appeareſt, orclſe appear what 

thou art, ſo farre Saint Cbryſoſtome. Check now thy (elf 

thou vermonger, that with a madding thought thus . 

chaſeſi fleeting ſhadows : for frivolous it is for thee exter- 

nally to-profeſs thy (elf the ſervant of Chriſt and yet to 

wear the devils Livery. In vain its for thee to acknow- 

kdge God to be thy only Lord in publick prayer, and yet 
to obeYn all things the world, the fleſhand the wo 
| F 
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Aſſezes beld At. Dor cheſter. a | 
thy private praRtile : Yea impious it is to be thus the-djs 12x. 4.10. 
vils buifders in ſubſtance and Gods only in ſhew; Noz e- Rom. 2 13%. 
nin in verbis ſitum eſt reguum Det, for the Kingdome of 
Gog 4s not in word faith the Apoſtle : Nox Auditores ſed 
fatores legis juſtificabuntur ; not the heaxers but the do- | 
ers of the Law ſhall be jultihcd, ſ@ the ſame Apoſtle @«id OT 
vocatis me domine,domine, &c. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things that I ſpeak (aith our Saviour. Be ye 
therefore doers of the word, and uot bearers only deceiving 
our own ſelves, ſo Saint Fames, For not every one that 
ſaith Lord, Lord, fall enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, 
but he that doth the will of my Father which i in Heaven, 
ſo likewiſe our Saviour Chriſt. Labour not therefore a- 
ny longer (dear Brethren) I beſeech you to cuver your 
nakedncſs with the tig-leaves of vain-glorious hypocriſie, 
but now at length indeavour te compaſs your loyns with | 
the girdle of ſincerity, that ſo ye may be found of God, 2 
not ficitious, but faithful builders, not ſupine, but in» " 
duſtrious doers, which is the ſecond thing, by which a 
ſound Chriſtian is here deſcribed, viz. by his pains and- 
induſiry in digging deep, and cometh next in order to be 
{[poken of. | 
os konges x} iCadurs gui fodit & fodit in altum, 
which digged, and digged deep. 
Idlenſs (beloved ) is a cruel Repdame to vertue, and 
want of employment, the moſt corrupting fly that can | 
blow in any humane mind. By this Egiſtus'grew adultce Ezck. 16.49. 
rate, by that the Sodomizes inceſtuous. He therefore that - 
would be a good Chriſtian, he muſt take pains, he muſt ©9"4- 
dig deep Per deſcenſum humilitatis as Bonaventure ſpeaks, Stella, 
Dura penitentie opera exercendo,(o Stella commenting on 
this place. We mult not think to go to Heaven with a 
wet tinger, 'tisnot a Lord have mercy 'on us will bring. 
us thither ; No, Beloved, we mult be digged, yea and 
_- decp digped roo here in Gods vineyard, before we can 
come to receive our reward ; We muſt weeps We: muſt. 
watch, we muſt pray in the. evening, morning and at 
nOOn- day, and that inſtantly : We mult ſearch the Seri: , 
x Crs ; ptures 


Math.7 . 2k 
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_ £& Pet, 1,16. 
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ptures'with diligence;read Gods word with delight, and 
meditatc in the (ame with continuance both day and 
night, Nox eſt 4 terris mollis ad aſtra via, The way to 
Heaven 15-no eafic.way, 'tis no going thither in a Fea- 
ther bed : poxhIroudrdyxy Ths Sihors evry er, if thou wilt be 
happy- thou mult labour for it, ſo Menander, Many there 
are | know who fain would go to Heaven, but loth they 
arc to-take the pains : gladly would they enter in at the. 
fireight gite thatleads tolife,but loth they are to ftrive:yea 
and willngly would they reccive the penny, but loth they 
are to undergo the labour, Sed numen non favet otiofis nec 
Pigris,uult enim ſua munera ad nos per noſtram yenire indi 
ſtriam, (oPiuterch, The ſupreme power cares not (faith 
he) for ſluggiſh and ſloathful perſons, but will have his 
gifts come tous through our own induſfiry, 

Applic. Away then, away,I ſay, with that dangerous 
and diabolical ſuggeſtion of Satan if I am prediſtinated 
to ſalvation, 1] hall certainly be ſaved: I'le therefore 
take neither care nor pains, but live as 1 lR. 
No, no, bdloved our indultry multi co-opperate with 
the grace of God inciting us, and diligence muſt be given 
to make our calling and cleftion ſure, fo Saint Peter tells 
us. For though it be moſt ſure in Gods ele&ing purpote - 
Yet can no man know the certainty of it,but only by this, 
viz, by yielding prompt obedience to Gods command- 
ments, by joyning vertue with faith and wich vertus 
knowl edge, with knowledge temperance, and with tem- 
perance patience , with- patience godlineſs, with god- 
lineſs brotherly kindneſs, and with brotherly kindneſs 
love : For if theſe things be among you and abound, they 
will make you that you ncither fhall be idle, nor unfruit- 


ful in the acknowledging ofour Lord Jeſus Chrikt fo farre 
Saint Peter, n | 


Uſe2, Be 2dmonifhed now therefore O ye fruitleſs hg 
trees at length to bring forth fruit worthy of repentance, 


and cumber' not the ground here in Gods vineyard with 
barren idlene(s;Let not your Talcnt which God hath lent 
; *..yau 
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you lye ruſting'ih a napkin, but now imploy it' to- the 

beft advantage 3and-it you/would be partakers'with Gods 

children in their happy rccompence, be you ſure then to 

participate with them in their laborious paines. Svcrg- 

tes | remember, reports of one, that quenched his ardene 

deſtres of going: to fee the olympick Games, with the 

thoaght. ol the tedious travaile thither 3 but farre be 

this from us beloved ; Let not the conceit of a painful 

paſſage to eternal happineſ(s,deterre any of us from under- 

taking this {o profitable though painful a journey thither, 

nor drive us with the unjuſt Steward in the Goſpel, to Luk. 1s. ;. 

8 quid faciam?fagderenox valeo:to a what ſhall I do ?I can« 

not dig. No,no, Nam nullus labor durns, nullam tempus 

lougum videri debet, quo gloria eternitatis acquiritur as $t 

Hierom (pealts No labour ought to ſcem great,no time ro Hicrom,. 

be eſteemed greivous, by which eternal'glory 13 attained, 

Fhere was never good thing ealily come by. The Hea- 

then man could fay, that the Gods did (ell knowledge for 

fwetz and ſo may I ay, that our God ſells Heaven for pjuych 

indaftry 3- wherefore my beloved brethren, work, yea and _—” 

dig out yorer falvation with- fear and trembling, fight the + Tim. 4-7% | 

| god fight, andſorun the race of Chriſtianity bere, that: ye 1 Cor. g. 24. - , | 

may obtain. the Crewn of immortality bereafter:Be ye ftedfaſt Cor, 15-58, 

and unmoveable,and abwndant alway in the work of theLord 

foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain iu the 

Lord, And:thusÞ-paſs-from'this ſecond thing by which 

a {incere Chriſtian is here deſcribed, vis. from his paincs 

and induliry in digging deep, unto the third, which is his 

' wifdome and diſcretion, m laying his foundation on a 

Rock, | —F | 

| , .._ _R-I Eu Ito om Pwiresn, 
And laid bi faundation on & Rock, . 


The Papifts-though perhaps hitherto may:feem to ap- 
ropriate, this deſcription to themſelves aloue, orratthe n 
calt-to challenge a; priority in it: before us Proteſtants, i 

- and.;that; becauſe; they itave moſt- beautifal 'buildere-in © | 
 works.obmegit, rys — ——— + 


: mages» yea, and moſt deep diggers too, even under” Parr 
| liament houlcs 3.yet becauſe they are dcfe@ive in this 
third thing, by, which a. true belciver is: here deſcribed, 
?iz, becaule they want wiſdome to lay their foundation 
an a Rock, they are therefore hence excluded from among 
the number ofGgds faithful and fruitful builders , who 
do notonly build houſes and dig deep, bur lay.their founda- 
tion a.{o.upon a Rock: Poſuit gfundamentum ſupre petram: 
And laid bu foundation on a Rock, Poſitio elt ordo partinm in 
locs,{0 thcPhiloſopher: Poſition is the true ordering of (eve> 
xal parts in their proper place ; hence therefore after the 
1cmoval et all impedimental- rubbiſh taken away by our 
digging deep, iramediately here followeth a poſitzo fun- 
amenti, a laying a foundation, Which foundation u faith 
in Chriſt :. for other foundations can no nian ley ſaith the 
Apofile, Now this toundation of fajith-muſt be laid upon 
a Rock, even #pou that ſpiritual Rogk Chriſt Feſiss, as the 
{ame Apolile ſpeaks, Nonſwper petram, ſed ſuper petram : 
Not upon Peter, nor yet his {ucccflors (the Popes I mean) 
as the Papiſis would fain have it! meant 3,;1but upon; that 
Math-16.16, 18 firm, ſollid and immoveable. Rock af Peters. conkſlion 
| ( Thou art the Son of the living, God) upon this Reck will 
I build my Church ſaith our Saviour; As if he ſhould Have 
aid, upon this thy firm confcſhon by which-thou- dok 
acknowledge and beleive me to be-Chriſk the:Son of) the 
living God, will I build my Church, Flock and. Family, 
and them will] endue by my fpirit- withthe like-faith in 
me. That confcflzon which thou. haſt.made, ſhall 'be the 
toundation of all beleivers, ſo, Theopbyle, Supra . Petram 
edificat, qui ſupra Chriſtum edificat {o Stella, He: that 
buildethand layeth his foundation on” Chriſt buildetb and 
layeth it ox a Reoky*.. 4 SN 
Four reaſons I find, wh 
fitly be reſembled toa Rock; : 772 TS31 72: [If 1 
Y ny a Rock:isa ſound; firtaiand Wee ſtone] 
_ ®etca enim vt xr npes. Penitus:imgnabley :£ of1' which who." 
focyer buildeth;::butfdeftomottsRtys lp bai en 1 kf 
706 err 7 i Wy yERTgocorifet 


x COr.J, in, 


x Cor: 10, 4*- 


y Chriſt may and that not un- 
_ F ret Ari 1 
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fone, 


fone; - utterly unmoveable, -He that baildeth ou' bim,, ; 
buildeth' moſt firmly,  buildeth 'moſt ſafely, 'agabnſt. whom Math 16,18 
the Gates of Hell cannot prevail, ; ' 


Secondly,a rock is a ſione,as well of offence as defencezit + 
defendeth and keepeth-fromruine that which isbuilt vy on 
on it: {o hkewile doth it offend and break to peices all 
obſtacles, that (hall juſtle againſtit. Chrift in like 'man- 
ner is a ſtone of offence as well as defence : as. he defend- 
 eth and keepeth his Ele that are founded and buile upon 
him from ruine and deſtruction : -So likewiſe doth he of- 
fend and break to- peices like potters veſſcls-all wicked 
_ and ungodly obſiacles,that ſhall jufſel againſt him,to them 
is he made a ſtone to ſtumble at, and a Rock of offence as 
Szint Peter ſpeaketh. And that they that juſtle againſt 
Chriſt thus, muſt needs be confounded : hear what our 1 Pet. 2, 8 
Saviour Chriſt himſelf faith; Whoſcever ſhall fall on 
this ftone he ſhall be broken, but on whomſoever it ſhall fall 
it will daſh him to pieces, 
Take heed theretore (beloved ) of juſtling Chriſt,cither pup 
by your contemptuous mocking of his ſervice:or diſdain- 
ful deriding of his ſervants, leſt the like confulion ſeaze on 
you, that ſometime fell on Z#1:az that juſtling Apoſtata, 
which conſtrained him in horrour of heart to confeſs and g,.,,, 
tocry out, Viciſti Galilee, vicifti Galilee, © Ny 


2le 44 


Thirdly, A third reaſon why Chriit is reſembled un- 

toa Rock, is becauſe that hence did refreſhing watcr 
ſometimes guſh out and that in abundance for the miracu- 
lous releife'of the children of /ſrael in the dry and thirſty 
wilderneſs. And Moſes lift up bis band and with bis Rod 
be ſmote the Rock twice, yo the' water. came out abun- Nan. 20, 11 
dantly. He cleft the Rock 1n4#W wilderneſs, and gave them he Ing | 
, drink, as out of the great depth. He brought floods alſo out of 9 
the ſtony Rock, ſo that it guſhed out like the Rivers : (o the 
- Pſalmift. And again, when they: were thirſty, they call 

ed 'upon/ thee und*'water was! given'them out:of the high 

Rock,and their. thirſt was quenched: outof the hard: we 

by C This, 


4 J2 ASv1901-Prencberdl tt the 
This} a}: this.\ Saint Part: cxplaineth, .and applyeth to 
2. 2 Chti.: Andthe Cbildcen of Iſrael. did gl! drink the ſame 
ſpiritual drink for they drank ( (ith he) of that ſpiritual 
1 Cot. 10, 4 Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt.) This 
Rock was ſiruck for our tranſ{grelſions, and broken for 
our iniquities, as the Prophet Iſaiah ſaith.From whence 
floweth unto all Gads children that live in the dry and 
thirſty wilderneſs of this wicked world, molt large re- 
treſhing ſtreams. of living water, Salientes in vitam &- 
ternam, [pringing up unto everlaſting lite : as our Sayj- 
our Chriti himfelt tclleth us. 

As theretore the children of Iſrael in their dry necefſt. 
ties quenched their . ſouls with the {ſweet ſtreams that 
iNlued Out of that typical Rock in- the wildernels : So let 
u5 beloved, in all our dry doJours and thirlty diſtreſſes, 
run unto this Rock of Chriſt, refreſh our parched fouls, 
with the living fountains of his holy Goſpel, and quench 
our thirliy hearts with the moſt comfortable waters of his 
evangellical promiſe. - | 

Fourthly. and Laſily, Chriltis reſembled to a Rock; 
becauſe a: Rock 18 a receptacle for innocent Doves to pre- 
ſerve chem m latcty trom the;piercing claws of devouring 
Birds 3 ſ01ikewiſe 1s our Sayitour Chriſt a receptacle for 
all faithful, ſimple, meek, harmleſs, Dove-like Chriſti- 
ans, to defend them from the raging malice of all the 
malignant Kites of the Worid that would devour them; 
he, -he'is the Rock of our falvation, and preſent. help in: 
trouble. A:Rock (beloved) beyond the rcach of all, 
though never ſo malevolnt adverſarics,. in whoſe. cliffs 
the Dove like-Chriſtian-abidcs moſt ſafely, on which he 


builds:moſt ſarely.:- Steteitg, fundamentum ſuper petram, 
Axd laid his fountation.on Bo: þ, 


Of. Ttis then you ſee the duty of every. g00d Chri- 
ftian /not to'build on merits, but tolay. their foyuidation 
'6n a Rock: ;* not to truſt confidently in their own,delerts, 
but.co'rely fairfifully, on. Chrifts: deſexvings, -The Father. 

a £4 


of the faithful built-not on rnerrits, Bu Teidbi foiindeti-Gen, 15. 6 
0 a Rock: For Abrabam belitved in: God, and that wwis _ 
accounted to him for righteouſ weſs. Behold, he that lift- | 

eth up himſelt, his minde is not upright in him, but the Habac, 2, 4. 
juſt ſhall live by his faith. To truſt then in our ſelves, ' 

or in any worldly thing befides, is never to be at. quiet: 

The only reſt is to rely upon God by faith (for being ju- 

ftigcd by faith we bave peace with God, throwgh Feſus Rom 5. t. 
Chrift our Lord. | =Y WEN" 


The reaſon of the point, or cauſe why Gods children 
ought not to rely on good works is evident 3 For by faith 2 Cor.r, 24 
ye ſtand faith the Apoſtle, And again, We know that @ Gal. 2.16 
man is uotjuſtified by the works of the Law, but by the faith 
of Feſus Chriſt, ſo the ſame Apoſtle. Be it known unto you 
therefore men aud brethren, that through this man ir preach- © 
ed unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins,and from all things which 
ye could not be juſtifted by the Law of Moſes, by him eve- 
ry oxe that beleiveth is ju ſtified, fo Saint Paul, AQt. 13.38,39 
Good reaſon therefore have we, to diſtruſt our (elves 
and to diſclaim our own righteouſneſs, ſeeing that-:in us 
there dwelleth no goad thin 3 ſeeing we are all gone out 
of the way, and that there is#oxe that doth good, no not Rom, 7. 18 
oxe; Ina word, (ceing that we have all been as an un» Pfl. 14.3 
clean thing,-and all our righteouſneſs as filthy cloutes; I- 54+ 6. 
And great reaſon have. we to lay the foundation of our 
fiith'on'the Rock of Chriſts merrits, whog'df God is made 
unto us wiſdom, ſaudification, righteouſueſs and redempti- 
04 as Saint Paxl exprelsly telleth us. 1Cor, 1:3) 


 Applie. How groſſly then dothey erre, that forſaking 
this Rock; faſten then foundation chiefly on- the: fickle 
{and of good works, and that as - Firmiſinum .ſalutis ſue Maldon in lee, 
fundamentum, as Maldonat the Feſuite on this place. Roi. 7. 24, 
Whenas (alaſs)-who knows not how miſerable, and how 
wretched ws arc iti our (elves,; 'carrying alwayes about 
us,-nd fs than a body 'of 'death; from which: with: 'the. 
Apolle we may well: cry out;': who fall detiver :us? tf 

295% C 2 Reebids therefore 


9 


Job 9, 20» 


therefore I. would Juſtiftermy ſelf (ſaith Job) mine own. 
mouth ſhall.condemn me, if 1 mould be perfett, be ſhall judge . 


Job 4, 18, 19 


Bla!. 1435 2. 


Luke 17. 10 


Ber. Ser. 52 
___ Fgh.28, 
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me wicked, And again, If God found no (teadfaſtneſs in his 
ſervants, but layedfolly. upon bis Angels, bow much more in; 


them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is in 
the duſt ? Well therefore may we pray, even the belt. of 
as 311, with holy David, Ne intres in judicium domine, 


Enter not.into judgment O-Lord with thy ſervant, for in thy 


fight ſhall no man living be juſtified, For indecd ( beloved) 
the moſt perfect keeping of the Law, and the exadteſt 
obſervation of Gods commandments. that can in this life, 
by any be performed, deſerveth ia it ſelf, no.reward, nox 
can it of-it ſelf profit us to juſtification 3 for when. we have 
done all thoſe things which are commanded, our. Saviour 
Chrifi himſelf, hath.yet wiſhed us to cenfeſs, that we 
are ſtill but ##profitable ſervants. And if unprofitable 
then , when we have done all that is commanded us, (ce- 
ing we haye done no more than was our duty to do; 
how much - more -: unprofitable, how. much . more un» 
deſcrvingare our weak endeavours, which come ſo ſhort 
of fulfilling the leaft commandment ? Hence Saint Ber- 
nard, Hoc totum -hominis. meritum, ſi totam ſpem ſuam 
ponat in eo qui totum.ſalvum fecit : ſuſficit ad meritum ſcire, 


quod nen:ſufficiant merrita, This is the whole merit of 


man, it he put his whole confidence in him.-that: ſaved 
him :.;it is merjt enough.to know, that merits are not 
available. 'For grace ye are.ſaved through faitb (faith the 


Apoſtle ) and that not of yourſelves it us the gift of God, not 


of works, leaſt any mau ſhould boaſt bimſelf, Hence Saint 
Auguſtin, Þuiſquis tibi enumerat vera merrita ſua, quid 
thbi enxmerat nift-mnnera tua ? Wholoever, nymbreth, 
or reckoneth up his merits unto thee :_ what doth he 
number or xecount to thee, but thy gifts unto him? 


Let Papiſtical merit mongers therefore (if they will) 
brag ſtill-ofthe condignity, and boaſt yet of the congruity 
of theirgood works 3. we with the Apoſtle, will through 

the fpirit,:'wait.for the hope of, rightequſne(s through 
, x 5» | altn.. 
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faith. Let them I ſay, go if they pleaſe, unto the All- 
mighty clad in the polluted garments of their own righ + 
tcouſneſs, with a Da mihi quod merui ; We like truc 1/- 
raelites, will expect our heavenly fathers blefling in the 
perfumed garments of our elder brother : In a word let 
them (if they will) like ſuperficial Carpenters content 
themſelves with ſpecious ſirucures,orn ſandy foundations, 
we like ſubſtantial Builders, will comfort our ſelves with 
ſollid exe&ions on ſure foundations, Profeto ſtelti ſunt, 
qui tantum 4dificant ſplendide, & non utiliter; Et ſtulti ſunt 
qui ſibi ſatisfadum putant, fi ſolum numerentur, inter Hofin. 
Elefjos, etiamfi non numerentur cum elefis, fo Hofm;ſhor, 
Trucly{( faith he ) they are tooles who build enly tor ſhew 
and not for proht, and they are fooles that think jt e. 
nough fur themſelves to be accounted here of the Elect, 
although hereafter for want of a good foundation, they 
be not numbred with the Ele&, lt is the root (beloyed) 
that ſuſteines the tree, and the foundation that ſupports 0 
the building. StruGura quamvy exterits magnifica fit, & fella. 
altitudine excellens, firma tamen non erit niſi ſolido -fir- 
moq, nitatur fundamento,' fo Stella, The building (faith 
he) be it never ſo ſumptuous; never fo fiately, never fo 
lofty, yet will it not be fiable, unleſs: it be grounded 
on ſome ſollid and firm foundation. Our ſpiritual build- 
ing mlike manner, be it never (o ſpecious, be it never 
ſo glorious to the eye of the: world, yece will it net be 1Tim.6412,19>- 
permanent, except it be grounded on a firm) foundari on : 
unleſs its foundation be laid upon a Rock : Statuitq, fun- 
damentum ſupra petram : And laid hs foundation on @ 
Rock: | 
Dig not, O dig not then to your elves any longer 
broken ciſterns that will hold no water, build no -longer | 
. on (andy foundations, that will withſtand no weather, 
but fight the good fight, and lay the good foundation, that 
when the waters do ariſe, and the floods do beat upon 
your buildings, they may not ſhake them: which is: the 
fourth thing by which a ſincere Chriſtian is in my Text 
deſcribed : -Name:1y by the perils and dangers immedi- 
. | ately. 
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atcly enſuing his diſcretion in laying his foundation on a 
Rock.and ccm.cs now n(Xt in order to be ſpoken of. 


And when the waters aroſe theflood beat ut 81 that 
Houfe, 


A true Chriſtian can no {ooner be built upon the Rock, 
but he mult inſtantly look tor ftorms of affliction ; a true 
convert can no ſooner be ingrafted into Chriſt, but he 
mutt fuddenly exped to undergo the Croſs : Gods Elect 
child xen can no ſooner lay their foundation on this Rock 
of Chriſtzbut preſently the vitter waters of diſtaftetul ali 
Gtions will ariic, yea, and the forrowful floods of horrid 


+ Cor. 12, 7+ fentations will beat upon their buildings. 1s Saint Paul 


| « Pal, 102. 3,4, built upon this Rock ? He ball have a thorn in the fleſh, 


5» 6. 
John 6, 4.7 


2 Cor.7. 5 


P roſper, 


a meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, Is David a man after 
Gods own heart ? He ſhall be much perplexed with 
many miſeries, Is fob an upright man in the Land of Us, 


He ſhall ſuffer many afflidions. In a word, as Paul when 
he came to Mzcedonia, fo we, evenevery one of us, (o 


ſoon as we look towards Feruſalem which is above; 
ſoon as we make a conſcience of fin, we ſhall be troubled 
on every lide ; tightings without and terrours within : 
fightings without with opcu and profeſſed enemies to 
the truth, and fears within from falſe brethren, fighting 
without by the continual aſſaults of outward tentations, 
and fears withia by ſpiritual derilictions, and conflics 


' with deſpair, 


Nu#uquam bella bonis, xunquam diſſidia ceſſant, 
Et quocum certet, mens pia ſemper habet. 
With wars intefiine are the godly alwaycs preſt, 
And pious minds with ſomething do contelt. 


To ſuch conflicts and aſſaults the deareſt of Gods chil- 
dren;are ſubject in;this their pilgrimage hexe, and it you 
- wonld have a reaſon tor it, it3s evidently. this, .uiz. be- 


cauſe they are mow become the devils open etiemics,. they - 


mult 
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muſt therefore look to be aſſaulted; *both by ſiratagems 
and violence. The devil like a cunning fowler, fpreads 
his nets, for them only that are out of his clutches, not 
for them that are in his own cuſtody. No Prince maketh 
warre with his Loyal Subje&s. The wicked are as fare 
as ternptation can make them : to them therefore he 
ſpeaks as freindly as Holofernes ſometime did to Fudeth - 
Fear not 74 thine heart, for I never hu-t any that would 
ſerve Nebuchadnezzar the King of all the earth ;, fo he al- 
ſo, I never molcſt any that are content to ſerve me, the 
Prince of the preſent world, as be is termed, Fo, 14. 30, 


© But why may ſome man ſay, doth God permit the was 
ters if affliction to ariſe, and the flaods of temptations thes to 
beat upon his childrens buildings? 


A. Trucly belovcd the reaſons for it are many, but I 
will ſatisfie viy (clf, and T hope content you alto with 
theſe three following. | | 

Firſt, God ſuffereth the waters of aMiction thus ta 
ariſe againſt his own children, that he might the better 
manifett his anger agaivſt fin, that, all may take notice 
if he ſparc not his own children, but and. if judgment 
begin at their houſes, what the wicked may, nay what 
they muſt expect, and wherc the ungodly ſhallthink to 
appcar, 

Secondly, Thercfore doth God permit the floods of 
temptations to beat upon his childrens buildings, that 
he might thereby manifeſt unto the world the fidelity of 
his choſen 3 now I know, ſaith God to Abraham, that 
thou feareft God', Not that God was ignorant of this be- 
fore his bitter tryal of him, by commanding him to ſa- 
crifice his only Son, but that by this ta& ot his, he might 
make known that his obedience unto others. 
God by this extraordinary a& of (elf- denyal, made Abra- 

' bams faith and obedience manifeſt to others. Not unfit- 
ly therefore are Gods children likened to ſpices, whoſe 
ddoriterous ſayour'is then ftrongett ſmelt, whei they are 


> V 
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ſoundlieſt pounded, Virtus per quietem ſe exercuit in Fob, 
ſed virtutis opinio commota per F; 
Saint, Greg, Grego ry, 


gella fragrant faith Saint 


» 


Thirdly, and laſtly, therefore doth God permit both 

the waters of affliction to ariſe, and the floods of tempta- 

tionalſo to beat upon his childrens buildings, that he 

might preſerve them in ſafety from that great gulf of pre- 
ſumptuous ſecurity, and that he might keep them trom 

Pla, 19. 57, the itragling by- pathsof cernal deltructien, who other- 
wile would be too too apt to ltart alide, and with David 

before his affliction to go aſtray; the beſt ground untlled 

ſooneſt runs out into rankelt weeds: Such are Gods chi]- 
dren,ſudcnly overgrown with ſecurity ere they are aware, 

unleſs they be often exerciſed with Gods plough of af- 

flicion. Elefis ſuis adſe pergentibus dominus þujus mun- 

di iter aſperum facit, ne dum quiſque vit e preſentis requie, 

Dh quaſi vie amenitate paſcitur, magis eam diy Pergere, 
Gvg. 20) 2ae; quam citius pervenire delegit : ne dum obleGatur in via, ob- 
liviſcatur quod deſiderabat in patria ; fo Saint Gregory, 

God (faith he) permitreth his childrens pilgrimage here 

to be very bitter, and extream ſharp, leatt ahy of them 

ſhould be ſo far in love with the pteaſantneſs of the -path, 

as to forget what they ſo carncſily deſired in their country 

to come. Croſles thercfore though in themſelves they be 

1 Sam. 20. 20 bitter arrows, yet are they (hot trom a loving hand, and 
therefore become like to Joxathans ſometime ſhot to 

David, (ſerving only for directing caveats. Apollonins 

writeth of certain people, that could fee nothing in the 

day, but only in the night. Many Men TI am lure, arc 

ſo blindedin the Sunfhining day of proſperity, that they 

then ſee nothing belonging to their good, only in the 

night of miſery are their eyes open, and to them Schola 

er#cis 1s converted into Scholam Iuci:which is the third 

and lafi cauſe I mentionzd why God permits the waters 

of affliction to ariſe, and the floods of ſorrows fometimes 

to. beat upon his childrens buildings. From which I pals 
unto the xea[ons why.affliions (as I conceive) are here. 

| | © 5% _— 
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and elſewhere too in Scripture compared to, waters, hich 
arc likewiſe theſe three _—_— 


Firſt, Propter copia as. their a 
| Secondly, Propter ntlicen CF ortheir utility; 
' Thirdly, Propter rairen ef their altneſs, 
" Firſt, I ay for their RNS for as one wave fol- 2 


loweth, and falls an the neck of another, eyen {o do at- 
fictions in the righteous puxſue cach other - One 
deep calleth azother as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks : They comeo 
thick upon them as ſtorray, waves .at ſea 3. a perſpicudus Pſal.42.7. 
example of this we hape.in ob while he was yet (peaking - | 
(Gith the Text) came another 3 and then while he was 
+ yet ſpeaking came another ; and agam while he was yet 
(peaking came another, &c.. Welive here-beloved in an Fob, 126, 19, 
ocean-of troubles, whetgha we can (ce no firm Land : One 18+ 
wave falling ou the neck of another ,cre the former have 


mpaght all his fpight ;.miſcheifs. ſixive for places as if 
caxed.to loſe their reome, if they haſtedl not : this 
for their confluency. | 


Secondly, afflictions are likened to waters in regard of 
their utility, in reſpe@ of their prohtzfor as the one ſerves 
to cleanſe t coutward, ſo doth the other ſerve to  PUrgs 
heinner man. Davids experience: ſhall be a; ſufficient 
proot of their-utility, in this reſpe& who by them was 
reduced from his erroneous firaglings, to a conſtant kecp- 
ing of Gods commandments. Neither are waters profita - 
ble onely ſor purgation, .nor: afflikipns onely. for reftau- 
ration, but bath alſo or tranſportation... For. as' without Pf 19. 546 
the benefit c of water,: we.cannot paſs.into another Fapn;ey 
8 France, Spain, or Itety ſo neither can-we paſs from 
hence to Heaven, without the benefit of affliction.: there 

no oing thither unleſs we. ſaile throughthe alt waters 

iQion c. witneſs. En ApolG: who. p: contpatty 

Verreth, . That, we meeſt 
4 | e Xinggdome efo0a, 
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happy are thoſe miſhaps that make a way'to a greater per- 
feFion :* and this for their utility. hh 


Thirdly and laſtly, aflictions are reſ{mbled to waters, 
becauſe of their ſaltneſs and harſhneſs to.be endured. See 
water though for curing of the itch and many other 
things it be very (overaign, yet by reaſon of. its extream 
ſaltneſs it is yery unwelcome unto moſi mens pallates, 
Afii&ions in hke-manner though they are very wholſome 
and-profitable to heal: all'ſpiritual diſeaſes in regenerate + 
men and therefore in- one place eſpecially commended 
by the Apoſtle for the curing of itching cares. Yet are, 

they allſo falt andharth, very diftaſiful and-wondrous dif- 
2 Tim. 4- 3- ficult tobe endured even of the very beſt of Gods . chil 
dren we need not travaitany further 'for-an example of 
this than {to our. Saviour: Chriſt himſelf whoſe words 
Math.:6. 39+ were theſe, Father if it be-poſſible let this cup paſs from 
G me; The way to Heaven beloved, is by the gates of Hell, 
oath 1+: 13*2nd: like that\which Forathan and his Armeur-bearer 
paſted, Rocky, Foul and Thorny. No ſooner dothe was 
ters ariſe; but preſently the Floods"do* beat ' upon the 
houſez Axd when the waters aroſe, the flood beat upon that 

houſe. | 


A threefold Flood Þ find that beateth upon all Gods 
childrens houſes: 7-0. bn, 10 | 
-  -- Fitſt, A Flood of fin. 

Secondly, A-Flood of ſorrow, and' 

Thirdly, A Flood of godly anger. 


Firſt, A Flood of fin : - I know my inigquities (ſaith Da- 

vid) - and my ſin is ever before'me; And O wretched mat 

that Tar (ſaith Saint Paul) who ſhall deliver me from thi 
hody of death ?- There is a Flood of fin. 

Secondly, A:Flood of ſorrow : I ſay the truth in "brif, 

Flye not, my Conſcience bearing: me- witneſs in tv» poly 

Ghoſt, that'T bave great beavineſs and continual ſorrow i 

| vhf beak ; So'the ſame Apoſtle, Theſe two like” Hypaerd 
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ter twins, go alwayes hand inthand ; there was never ſin 
without ſorrow, nor ever ſorrow withoat fin. All diſho. 
- neſt ations, are but carneſis laid down for ſucceeding for- 

10WS. 


Thirdly, the third kinde of flood that beateth on Gods 

childrens houſes 1s the flood of Gods anger : And of this 

the Prophet David complaineth thus': Thine indignation Plal (88:6, 

jyeth bard upon me, and thou haſt vexed me with all thy 

forms. This flovd of Gods tury hath much beaten upon 

us, and that for many yecares together. Y ou cannot for- 

- get that fearful flood of civil war and inteftine difſentions Jer. 48. 12. 
amongſt us : When God ſent unto us' (as hedid unto Mo- * 52M: 21. 17. 
ob) ſuch as emptyed our veſſels and brake our bottles, and | 

quenched (for a time) the light of our Iſrael. You matt needs 

remember the next flood of forraine War at Sea, that 

beat ſo ſorely againſt our buildings. Y ou cannot forget the 

next flood of Plague and Peſtilence that {wept away ſo 

many thouſands. And to name no more at preſent, you 

muſt needs remember that fiery flood of Gods fury : Flu-p,,.. , 1» 

vis ignews repiduſq; as the Prophet Daniel expreſſeth © 

and renders it, ſhewing the inevitable and conſuming 
force of Gods Judgments. Y ou cannot I ſay, forget that 
hery flood that but lately beat down ſo many ſiately 
buldings in the Metropolitan City of this Kingdome, 

Well, what good effe&t have all theſe floods produced in 

us all this while £ What amendment is there in the rich? 

What reformation is there in the poor? Alaſs, alaſs, but 

{mall I fear : For who doth not fee what a deluge of pro- 

phaneſs and eimpiety doth yet overflow theLand?Are not 

Gods good creatures too too much till abuſed in (urfeiting 

and drunkenneſs ? in rioting and wantonneſs,in ſtrife and 

envying ? Are not people {till as prophane, fiill as irri- 
| ligious, Rill as ungodly, till as ſinful as ever ? Lay it to 

ſieart beloved, and know, that the Lord hath more floods 
to power forth upon us, if theſe prevail not to reform 
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22. A SermarPreaxbed.attthe © 
Applicto the . Give me leaye, now, (my Lord) firſt 'te addreſs m 
Fudg. felf co, your Loxdtbip, A A begging of your affiſtance, 
to prevent the future floods of Gods anger from falling 
on usz and that by your impartial diſtribution of Juſtice , 
you are ſet in Gods place, you are to walk in Gods path, 
aud to be a follower of him, who isno proſopoleptick, 
with whom there is no reſped of perſons, Let me ( 1 beſeech 
you) move you to that which you both, know, andI 
pretume are ready to put in practiſe allo.; you know the 
ſaying of the Poet, 


Rom. 2, If, 


_ 


Dui rogat mt facias, quod jam facis, ipſe rogando 
| Laudat, O- bartatu comprobat at s ſus. . 


: Chr. 19 6,  T ſhallonly add good Feboſaphats cavcat to the Judges 
in hjs time, . which is this 3 Take beed what ye do, for ye ex- 
ecute not the Judgment of man, but of the Lord, and be will 
be with y0u.iv the cauſe and Tudgment, that is, he will be 
with you, to preſerve you if you do juſily, or elſe he will 

be with you, to punjſh.you, if you do the contrary. 


To the cheris Next a word to you Mr. Sheriff, for your afliſtance al- 
{0 to prevent the future floods of Gods anger from fall- - 

Bzek. 15,18, 1g ON us 3 and to this endlet me requeſt you Sir.to know 

19.8nd Mat, your place, and to conlider your oath, look to your un- 

$+ 336 der officers that they abuſe not poor men with exaQions, 
nor the Country with exorbitancies. | 


Next I turn to you ( much honoured Juſtices and Gen- 
_ Tothelufti- clemen) let me I beſcech you, crave your afſliſtances alſo 
E3- hertcin 3., which that you may the better.afford, I pray be 


1 


» 


pleaſcd ;tacall: to-miud your ſeveral oathes, xgemember to 
what yquare (worn, my be not remiſs, . nor negligent in 
the performance of them. You haye good Law and Au- 
thoxity to puniſh ſwearing, whoring, drunkenneſs, pro- 
phanatipn of the Lords day, ang other. enoxmities ; On 
have a zeal for the due' execution of ſuch good Laws. 


When any come to you for juſtice againſt ſuch offences, 
wy | pu£ 
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put them not off with'Gatlio that de puty, of Achais, who 
would be judge of no ſuch matters. Goiieding ou are call- 
ed (Sheilds ) Pf. 47 9. The Sheilds of the earth belong un- 
to God, 1ai'in the P/almiſft. Y our place is to {tand between 
God and the pcople, and by your tiqgcly cenſuring and 
puniſhing of known (ins, to prevent the floods of publick 
plagues trom flowing in upon the Lani wherein. ye liye. 

You are termed alfo.( Healers) Would God you would: go 
to the quick, and heal our breaches in tne cauſes thereof, 
Town and Country are fick of {cparation, and ſwarm 
with ſciſmaticks, that in things but ceremonial peeviſh- 
ly (purn at the grave authority of the Church 3 and out 
ofa needleſs nicety are theives to them(ſclves of thoſe be- 
nefits which God hath allowed them, Gvod Laws there 
are to reclaim them, to ſapprels their Conventicles, to re- 
ſtrain their (cditious ſpirits, but there is but little or no 
execution of them3 Gallio carcth not for theſe thin gs. 
Gentlemen, it is not material how good a mans: will. be, 
it the executors, who are put in truſt, do nat perform . it. 
The Laws I may call Gods will, and the will of his vice- 
verent (the King ) it is no matter how good they be, 
it thoſe who a ppointed executors, "negled to put them 
in execution. In this caſe they are no better then ſcare+ 

crows, .which being ſet-up in the helds by. Husbandmen 
to keep away birds, at the firlt view are ſomewhat terr1- 
ble to the fowles, but after a while feeing them (till in 
the ſame place, and doing nothing, they make bold with 
them and fit on their heads,yea and worſe then that too. 

So beloved, the Laws though never ({o dreadful at fipft 

if they be not duely cxecuted by them thatare in place 
todo it, they grow in conternpt, and give occafion to re- 
fraQory ſpirits to go on with boldacfs: in their perverſe 
and wilful waycs. You may take this from Solomon, who 
well obſerved it, and tells you, That where ſentence 3s not 


Acts 19, 15+: 


executed ſpeedily againſt an evil work, the heartsof the ſdns. 


of. men, are fully ſet in them to do evil, Whete 'Jultace/ is: 
delayed, there {tn reigneth;; ; And will: not this: bring © 


faod upon us think you inthe'end;: if not timely — 
> 0": 
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ed ?:Liberty hath loſt us many already, and will loſe us 
more yet it it benot looked toin time, Gentlemen. 
Fe In the name of God therefore let me implore your 
Em. 16 helps: O men of 1ſrael help ! Be you TI beſcech you Priſ- 
| = eills's and Aquila s, hplpers in Chriſt Feſus :: So ihall ye be 
Epinetuſles too, even praiſe worthy tor it : So ſhall ye be 
Porte & introitus alioram, as Saint Chryſoſtome well ob- 
ſerves on Rom, 16. 5. {o ſhall ye be Ports, Gates, good 
paſſages, and fatety inlets to many poor ſouls, that elſe 
* might periſh through peevyiſh (clt-willednef(s. Oh beloved, 
that you would be of good Foſiahs temper to take away 
the abomination of {tubborn (ſeparation, fromall that are 
under your ſeveral juriſdictions That you would do as 
Chron. 34+ he did, Even compel them to ſerve the Lord their God,in the 
19.15, #nity and uniformity of his divine worſhip. $mite a ſcorner, 
: and the ſimple will beware, faith Solomon, And that man 
that will do preſumpturuſly, not bearkning unto the Preiſt 
that ftandeth before the Lord thy God to miniſter there , or 
unto the Judge, that man ſhall dye, and thou ſhall take a- 
way evil from Iſrael, So all the people ſhall bear andfear and 
do no more preſumptuouſly.Hoc hominum genus((aith Learn- 
ed Parexs commenting on the firſt Chapter of the ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians) Autboritate potins compeſcen- 
dum, quam longis diſputationibus refellendem, And thus 
(right Worſhipful) having (as breifly as I conveniently 
could) ſhewn you how you may, and ought to be by your 
acings, inſtrumental to prevent the future Floods ofGods 
anger from flowing in upon us, and in particular of that 
Flood of Anarchical confuſion impending over us : I ſhall 
ſhut up my exhortation to you in the words and charge 
of that Maſter of the feaſt in Saint Lukes Goſpel, Go oxt 
14uto the bighwayes and heages,and compel nhem to come in, 
tbat the bouſes of God may be filled, 


. A word likewiſe to you Lawyers next (if at leaſt any 
of you have leiſure frem your Chamber, .to hear a word 
of Church-ſtrucion) let me intreat your helps alſo to 
anticipate thefuture floods of Gods anger from falling on . 


UsS 3 


us ;. and to this purpoſe, be pleaſed I pray to ruminate 
upon the end of your profeſſion :w'Wwppdmedlt is not you 
know, to {ow difſenſion ; It is not to widen differences, 
neither is-it to fill your own cofters, nor yet to ſhew 
your raady wits, and voluble tongues in ſpeaking proba- 
bly of every ſubject good or bad 3 no, no, the end of 
your profcflion, is to help every man to his right, to cut 
off ſtrife and contention, and to reſtore peace and unity. in 
the Common-wealth. Let not your mouthes therefore be 
corrupted, let them not prove like the Oracle of Delphos, 
of which Demoſthenes complained in his time, that it did 
e147micew | ſpeak nothing but what Philip who gave it a 


great tee would have it ſay. Be not (1 beſeech you) of 
the number of Protagoraſses Scholars, whole profelſton as 
Gellizs tells us) was to teach, Branamyerborum induſtria 
cauſa infirmior, fieret fortior : How to. make. the worſe 


cauſe ſeem the better. + | 


#prightly, 
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To the wit» 
I muſt next direct my. ſpcech to you that: are. to be neſſes and #. 


Witneſſes, and to you alſo that are to be Juries, for your*Juries. 
concurrance alſo to prevent the future floods ofGods anger: 

from falling on us, For this cauſe, let me admonith you 

to take heed of your ſ{eycral oathes,confider what you do; 

beware of bribery : deal uprightly in every. caſe betweerr Jer. 2213 . 
man and man, with every man without declining to the D&uk 17 Its 
right hand, or to the left ; So ſhall ye ſandifie.the name 

of God, by whom ye do ſwear toſpeak truely : and ſo ſhall ye 

ſan{iifie the. name of God,by whom ye [wear to dcal truely and 


—_— — — TT — 


Laſtly, a word. unto all in general, and ſo an end ; let 


us all (as we tender the good of our precious ſouls) be. 


perſwaded to ſanGifie the Lord God in in our -hearts ; 
let us every day ſum up our-agceunts-with God, and- as 
Flierome faith, [ta edificemus quaſi ſemper vifiuri,: ita vis 


vimus, quaſi cras morituri ; Let us ſo build as.it we were 


toliveever : and let us ſoliveasif we were to-dye to mor- 


rows And in ſo doing, «though the. waters. do ariſe and - 
{well horribly : yea, and though the floods do exalt - 
themſelycs and beat upon our: buildings, yet they ſhall - 

| not - 


4 


them :\ which is the'fiſth particulir by which a 


ncere Chriftiarris in-my text deſcribed: natnely, by: the 
invalidity ofall perils and dangers, in that: they could not 
ſhake it : which ſhould now come in orderito'be ſpoken 
of; but I. fear I have treſpafſed too far already upen your 
patience. ELER: 17 BY COLGATE: 

\ Let us now: therefore beg at-the hands of 'God, that he 
wee be pleaſed to. work in the-heart of every one of us, 
a holy deſire and a conſcignable care, to diſcharge our 
{ſeveral duties in thoſe places which God hath putus. And 
co this end. . | 

Lord grant, that the words which we have heard with .. 
our . outward. cares, may take deep imprefiion in- our 
hearts, that they may bring forth in us the fruits of ſuch 
Chriſtian caxc and providerice « The fruits of ſuch fan- 
ified pains and:induftry ; -and the fruits of ſuch ſaving 
wiſdom and diſcrction,. that when the waters do ariſe, 
an when the floods do beat upon our buildings, they 
nay not ſhake them 3 and this Lord'we moſt hutmbly beg 
at thy. merciful hands, for the merits of thy moft dear Son, 
andour moſt loving Saviour the Lord Jeſus: Chriſt-: To 
whom with thee O Father and thy blefſed Spirit, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour. and Glory, Power 
and Dominion, Might and Majceſiy, the reſt of this day 
and foreyermore, Amen, | EA. 
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